“The Possibility of Evil” Short Story Questions

Sightlines 10, pg. 249

Answer all questions in full sentences on a separate sheet of paper. Remember to include the question in your answer.
1. Who is Miss Adela Strangeworth? (1 mark)

2. After seeing the Crane baby, what does Miss Strangeworth think? (1 mark)
3. Why does Miss Strangeworth send nasty letters to people? (1 mark)
4. Why does the Harris boy think he is doing Miss Strangeworth a favour? (1 mark)
5. What is the theme of the story? Provide evidence to support this claim. (Hint: what does the story teach us about human nature?) (2 marks)
6. This story contains the use of symbolism. Analyze the symbolic significance of the following: (3 marks)
a) Miss Strangeworth’s name

b) Miss Strangeworth’s roses
c) The colour of her envelopes and writing paper
7. Do you think that Miss Strangeworth’s punishment was too harsh? Justify your answer. (1 mark)

8. If you disagree with what someone else is doing, should you ever interfere? When? Under what circumstances? (2 marks)

